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                                                     IAIN R. MURRAY  O.B.E.

                                          Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Houston 

We have lost a long-time, dear friend with the death recently of Iain Murray, who was active with us during his tenure as Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Houston and in the years since then. Iain studied Political Science at the University of Kent (Canterbury) where he was one of the initial intake when the University opened in 1965.  He also studied International Relations at the University of London. 

After joining the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Iain’s first overseas posting , in 1970, was to Accra as the Economic Attaché.
From 1972 – 1975 he was posted to Ethiopia as Political Officer.  This was during the last 18 months of the Emperor Haile Selassie’s Government and the first 18 months of the Revolution. Three  years in Rio de Janeiro as Vice Consul (Commercial) and four years in Oporto as Consul followed.

Iain then moved back to London in 1983 as one of Mrs Thatcher’s Press Officers.  In 1985 he returned to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  From 1987 to the end of 1991 he was  Chargé d’Affaires at the British Embassy in San Salvador, (during a period of Civil War). 

His subsequent duty tour in London was followed by a posting to Kuala Lumpur as Commercial Counsellor (1994-1997). He was Consul-General in Sao Paulo, and simultaneously, Director of Trade Promotion and Investment in Brazil from 1997-2000.

Iain and his wife, Norma, a Russian/French graduate and a teacher of French, came to Houston in January 2001, (with their two boxer dogs Tipsy and Whisky)  where Iain  was Consul-General  until he retired from the Diplomatic Service in 2004.  The Consulate-General in Houston was responsible for the states of Texas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Colorado.

Iain’s interests included travelling and history, losing golf balls (!), finding a quiet corner to smoke his pipe without offending anybody, and whisky.  In October 2000, Iain was inducted as a Keeper of the Quaich at Blair Athol Castle in the Highlands of Scotland.  The Keepers is a society, drawn largely from the whisky business and its friends, dedicated to its promotion and appreciation.  The guest of honour at the same ceremony was Philip Lader, the American Ambassador to the Court of St James, and also present was the Duke of Argyll. 

This article, written by GORDON CASELY appeared in The Herald newspaper in Aberdeen, UK, and is a wonderful tribute to our dear friend and colleague, Iain.
 

Iain Murray
Diplomat and Margaret 
Thatcher's press officer; 
Born August 13, 1944;
Died May 2, 2009.

Iain Murray, who has died aged 64, was the diplomat whose career on five continents included time as press officer to Margaret Thatcher. He latterly became noted as a recruiter of top-level brains for the worldwide offshore oil and gas industry.
As consul-general in Houston, Texas, with responsibility for relations with the neighbouring states of Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Colorado, Murray had already become well known throughout the offshore industry globally. The way he moved easily among people gave his natural skills in bridge-building a ready outlet in creating contacts between like-minded people and groups. He particularly enjoyed developing an already strong relationship between the Texan oil capital and Scotland by way of the Grampian-Houston Association.

Never less than the consummate and seemingly unflappable diplomat, Iain Richard Murray, son of a Borderer from Langholm, was born in Tetbury, Gloucestershire, and studied political science as one of the initial intake when the University of Kent opened at Canterbury in 1965. After graduating, he went on to study international relations at the University of London.

is first posting with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office was to Accra as economic attache in 1970, a relatively quiet spot utterly different from his move two years later to Ethiopia as political officer. Murray's innate strength for making the complex understandable showed itself, not for the first time in his career, as he unravelled for his desk back in London the byzantine political theatre involving the last year and a half of the rule of Emperor Haile Selassie, and the opening 18 months of rule by the incoming revolutionary council.

Murray proved adept at gaining the bigger picture, his acute intellect creating perspective to the dizzyingly changing daily events that threatened to overwhelm even the more seasoned observers.

Nor was he too proud to adopt very much a hands-on role: in the company of Geoffrey Cowling, the freelance journalist who became his lifelong friend, Murray would trawl the bars in some of the seediest corners of Addis to flesh out what information he had already gained. His effectiveness earned him a single bullet in a plain envelope addressed to him at the embassy. There was no note attached, but the message was clear: this would be his first and only warning.

Postings of relative quietness followed, to Rio de Janeiro as vice-consul in charge of commerce, followed by four years in Oporto, Portugal, his first posting as a full consul before Murray was recalled back to London in 1983 as one of Mrs Thatcher's press officers. In 1985, he returned to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. From 1987-91 he was charge d'affaires at the British Embassy in San Salvador, during a period of civil war.

His subsequent duty tour in London was followed by postings to Kuala Lumpur as commercial counsellor, and consul-general in Sao Paulo, holding the latter appointment simultaneously as director of trade promotion in Brazil. After retiring from the diplomatic service, he set up executive search firm Search Oil and Gas Ltd with offices in the UK and US, and in 2007 he joined Pathfinder Team Consulting with whom he had contact during his final appointment in Houston as consul-general.

His serious interest in travel and history was matched by a deft touch in explaining away golfing prowess as his hobby of "losing golf balls". A long-time whisky connoisseur, he was inducted into the whisky society Keepers of the Quaich at Blair Athol Castle nine years ago.

By happy coincidence, the guest of honour that evening was an old acquaintance from the diplomatic rounds, Philip Lader, US ambassador in London.

Murray, who died suddenly at his home in Newbury, Berkshire, is survived by his wife Norma (nee Hummel), a graduate in Russian and French and a teacher of French, daughter Andrea and son Innes.
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